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GOALS
Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education is a core goal of the 
2030 Agenda. To achieve this, effective and evidence-based teaching 
practices are essential. CERM-ESA strengthens educational research in 
Sub-Saharan Africa with innovative approaches that address the challenges 
in (teacher) education and educational management – in line with the 
specific contexts of the participating countries. The Centre supports future 
teachers and leaders in schools and universities through targeted capacity 
development and knowledge sharing. Additionally, it positions itself as a 
competent partner in educational policy debates.

KEY ACTIONS
CERM-ESA combines international research on education and education 
systems with practice-oriented support at multiple levels: The Centre offers 
a master’s programme in Education Research, annual summer schools, 
facilitated online teaching modules, and international exchange opportu-
nities for faculty, doctoral candidates, and students. Further initiatives focus 
on staff development: In collaboration with schools in the region, CERM-ESA 
organises training programmes for education practitioners. Researchers, 
lecturers, and university managers from partner institutions also benefit from 
capacity-development courses, which are accessible to all Centres of African 
Excellence via the DIGI-FACE platform. This fosters regional networking and 
impact.

Current funding phase

2024–2028

Partner countries

Kenya 
Tanzania 

South Africa 
Uganda

Partner institutions
in Germany: 
→  University of Oldenburg
 
in Sub Saharan Africa: 

 → Moi University, Kenya
 → University of Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania
 → Nelson Mandela University, South Africa
 → Uganda Management Institute, Uganda

Around 100 African education experts take 
part in professional development pro-
grammes of the Centre each year

Since the start of the project, 80 master’s 
degrees and 21 doctorates have been 
successfully completed

daad.de/ 
en/cerm-esa

Five universities from Germany and Africa are jointly shaping the  
CERM-ESA Centre of African Excellence. Together, they are driving a  
future-oriented educational culture while learning from one another 
along the way.

Focus

Educational research 
and educational 

management

www.daad.de/en/cerm-esa

Kenia

Südafrika

Uganda

Tansania

Publisher: Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V. (DAAD) 
Kennedyallee 50, D-53175 Bonn, Tel.: +49 228 882-0, Fax: +49 228 882-444  
E-Mail: webmaster@daad.de, Internet: https://www.daad.de
Authorised Representative of the Executive Committee:  
Prof. Dr. Joybrato Mukherjee  

District Court of Bonn, Register of associations, number VR 2107, Sales tax number: 
DE122276332 | Person responsible according to § 18 Abs. 2 MStV: Dr. Kai Sicks, 
Kennedyallee 50, 53175 Bonn | Section P31 – Institution Building in Higher Education |  
Layout: Atelier Hauer + Dörfler, Berlin | Photo credits: © Nelson Mandela University
Published as a digital publication on the internet, September 2025 © DAAD

http://www.daad.de/
en/cerm-esa
http://www.daad.de/
en/cerm-esa
http://www.daad.de/en/cerm-esa
https://www.daad.de/african-excellence

	Centre for Educational Research Methodologies  and Management (CERM-ESA)
	Goals
	Key actions
	Partner institutions
	Publisher

